
GLOBAL ORDER

A concept concerned with the distribution of 
power both regionally and globally

Also a state based conception of power and the 
projection of power

Competing Models

Power as Capacity/Capability based on 
population, resources, geography, economic 
strength, military strength. THis is a state centric 
view

Power as structure - Structural Power (Strange 
1996) - Rejects a state centric view. Power as 
multi-dimensional. Structural interrelationship 
between the state and multi-lateral institutions 
of regional and global governance.

BIPOLARITY

Product of the cold War - Two competing Blocs 
distanced by geography, ideology, political 
structures and economic formations. The blocs 
dominated post war international relations

Tendency towards a Balance of Power - Cold War  
Bipolarity seen as inherently stable - Waltz, 
1979.

Also a period of tension, mistrust and suspicion 
- Cuba (1962), Exercise Able Archer, 1983, New 
Arms Race 1979-1985

Balance of Terror and MAD

Doesn't take into account southern Hemisphere 
issues such as war, poverty and development. 
Also ignores power of China and was therefore 
arguably a period of TRIPOLARITY.

UNIPOLARITY

1989-1991 - End of the Cold War

London Declaration 1990 by NATO.

Dissolution of the WARSAW PACT - Prague (1991)

NEW WORLD ORDER and the "end of history"

Francis Fukuyama -  the triumph of liberal 
democracy

America - the new global Hegemon and 
Hegemonic stability theory - The New American 
Century. New American Empire and Malign 
Hegemony - Chomsky. V Benign Hegemony and 
Pax Americana

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE V WORLD GOVERNMENT

A concept which implies the centralisation of 
power and authority into a unitary supranational 
entity, in possession of legislative, executive and 
judicial powers and, critically, a monopoly of 
coercive power.The proponents of world 
government argue that peace and stability cannot 
be maintained in the current international order, 
where the primary raison d’etre of nation states is 
to act in their own strategic vital national self 
interest, often to the detriment of regional and 
often global stability.
Claude (1962) has argued that the current set of 
supranational institutions are merely ‘…
institutional disguises…’ for the expression of 
national self interest...
There are a number of critical problems with the 
concept of world governance. There is a stubborn 
unwillingness for nation states to yield 
sovereignty, the development of the EU 
notwithstanding. Further it is difficult to envisage 
how the emergence of world government would 
stem the flow of nationalism or peaceably resolve 
serious regional disputes.
The concept itself is vague, idealistic and 
utopian.

MULTIPOLARITY

Decline of America Loss of authority and morality 
- Decline of hard power

A MInimum of three actors - Need not be states 
- could be TNCs, NGOs, New Social Movements

Emergent Powers especially the BRICS but don't 
neglect Turkey, Indonesia


